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In the Town of Woodbridge, there are tracts of open space and privately owned land containing 

numerous species of trees. In the colonial days when we were called Amity Parish, trees played 

a major role in providing wood for homes, barns, sheds, fences, and fuel for its residents. The 

Thomas Darling house was built with chestnut and oak timbers cut from local forests. Wood-

bridge has some trees that are hundreds of years old and, others that are worthy of special nota-

tion because of historical significance, age, rarity or beauty. The Woodbridge 2017 Notable 

Trees Project will honor such unique specimens. This effort is being led by the Woodbridge 

Park Association, The Woodbridge Garden Club, The Woodbridge Land Trust, and the Amity 

and Woodbridge Historical Society. The most famous tree in Woodbridge history is the Wood-

bridge Oak or Lantern Tree. (picture on next page) This “Old Oak” grew at the corner of North 

Pease Road and Center Road which was also the location of the annual town fair in the mid 

1800s. It was reputed to be hundreds of years old and 7 feet in diameter when cut down in 1881. 

In the 1850s and 1860s, to protect it, some residents wanted to build an iron fence around it. 

However, cost seemed to have prevented the idea from being brought to fruition.  
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Woodbridge’s Notable Tree Project picks up on a 

previous effort, in 2004, to recognize as many of 

these local landmarks as possible. The project 

will be conducted in cooperation with the Con-

necticut Notable Tree Program which is spon-

sored by the Arboretum at Connecticut College. 

Nomination forms, for the local project, can be 

found on the web sites of both the Woodbridge 

Park Association and the Amity and Woodbridge 

Historical Society. 

Over the years Woodbridge has benefited from 

numerous families who contributed to steward-

ship of the earth and open space. Examples of 

two such families are the Greggs and the Hubbards. Dr. Robert Gregg held many positions on the 

Woodbridge Land Trust Board and helped the Town to purchase land to hold as open space in perpe-

tuity. While pursuing a career which included inventions of polyurethane elastic fiber (spandex), an 

adhesive system for steel belted tires, and various foam rubber and plastic products; in Woodbridge 

he helped to establish a chestnut orchard and elm orchard. Bob’s wife, Jean Gregg, also provided im-

portant support for many Land Trust projects. Appropriately, to honor that work and because she 

was choir director for 25 years at the First Church of Christ, a tree was planted on the town green. 

Winchester “Win” Hubbard and his wife, Katy were board members of the Woodbridge Park Asso-

ciation for 40 years. Win also was a board member of the Land Trust for the same 40 years. He was 

the Alice Newton Park superintendent for 35 years working with his wife and others to develop trails 

within the park that today are used by all of us. To honor the Hubbards, in the Spring of 2012 a  

Kousa Dogwood was planted in the “meadow” of the Newton Park with accompanying memorial 

stone. It is hoped that among the side products of 2017’s Woodbridge Notable Tree Project will be 

further improvement of the quality of life in our town and the emergence of more families who work 

tirelessly, as these families and others have, to preserve its individual rural beauty.  

 

Notes From the AWHS President ~ Alexia Belperron 

Help the AWHS save three historic Woodbridge homes! 

As some of you may know, the Regional Water Authority owns several historic houses in 
town. We have been working over the last year with the RWA to save three of those 
houses and are in the final stages of making this dream a reality (the fourth is being re-
stored by and will be used by the RWA). In April, the Representative Policy Board of the 
RWA will hold a hearing to receive public comment before making the final decision to 
sell the houses to local restoration experts specifically so that they can be saved. We 
hope that you can come out and support the effort to help save part of Woodbridge histo-
ry and to tell the RWA that these houses deserve to be saved. The hearing will be held on 
Thursday April 20th at 7pm in the Woodbridge Center Building - Senior Center  
Café, 4 Meetinghouse Lane. 
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Please join us for our Annual Meeting 

We hope that you will join us for our Annual Meeting on May 21st  2 to 4PM at the  
Parish house at the First Church of Christ in Woodbridge. This year we are excited to 
have Professor Glenn Dryer from Connecticut College coming to speak on the Notable 
Tree Project Initiative in town. We looking forward to seeing you and learning more 
about our wonderful historic trees. Light refreshments will be served.  

Update on our matching grant fundraising campaign. 

In our winter newsletter, I reported about our efforts to raise $10,000 for 
our matching grant application to the 1772 Foundation. We are hoping to 
complete Phase III of our envelope project to continue lead remediation 
and painting and window restoration on the house. We recently turned in 
our grant application, and through your generosity we have raised $8,620 
to date! We hope that we will be lucky enough to be awarded a grant 
again this year, and that by the summer you will have helped us reach our 
$10,000 match. You can make a donation to this project on our website at 
www.woodbridgehistory.org. Or in the envelop provided. Just mark your 
donation “match.” We thank you in advance for your continued support.  

 

 
THE WOODBRIDGE 2107 NOTABLE 

TREES PROJECT  

YOUR TREE NOMINATIONS ARE  

WANTED!

As reported earlier in the Society’s Journal, the 
Woodbridge 2017 Notable Trees Project has 
recently been organized to honor the notable 
trees of Woodbridge by identifying their spe-
cies, surveying their size, and preparing local 

listings to memorialize their place in our  
community. This effort is being led by four  

local civic and environmental groups, including 
the Woodbridge Park Association, the Wood-

bridge Garden Club, the Woodbridge Land 
Trust and the Amity Woodbridge Historical 

 Society. 
We are interested in receiving leads to trees in 
town notable for their size and historic signifi-

cance. We want to hear from local residents 
who own or know of specimens. Please visit 

www.woodbridgehistory.org for a nomination 
form and instructions on submitting your nomi-
nation. We would like to hear from as many of 
you as possible in the coming weeks in plan-

ning our spring tree measuring activities. Many 
thanks for helping us to make the Woodbridge 

2017 Notable Trees Project a success. 

South School and  

Sperry Road Rock Walls

Old South School, located on Johnson Road 
is the only one room schoolhouse remaining 
in Woodbridge and is under the care of the 

Town of Woodbridge and the Historical  
Society. Recently there was a break in at the 

school house, and although nothing was 
taken, there was some damage to our 

 beautifully restored gem. We are in the 
process of determining the best way to 

 further secure this property.  
It has also come to our attention that rock 

walls on Sperry Road are being dismantled, 
piece by piece. If anyone has any idea of 

who might be taking these rocks, please let 
our police department know! And of course, 
if you see anything suspicious at the school 
house while you are driving by, it would be 
good to report that too. Rock walls and old 
buildings are at the heart of what makes our 
community special. Thanks for your help.  

Correction: In our November 2016 newsletter we in-

correctly reported that Charlie Whiting operated a 

facility at Rices’ Pond. Charlie operated a facility at 

Paulson’s Pond in the 1950’s. 
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Amity & Woodbridge Historical Society, Inc. 

At the Historic Thomas Darling House 

1907 Litchfield Turnpike 

Woodbridge, CT 06525 

 

www.woodbridgehistory.org 

Open House at the Darling House — March 19th, 2017 - 2 to 4 PM 

We hope you will come visit us at our Spring Open House the third Sunday in March. 
You can partake in samples of hearth cooking and view our wonderful Indian baskets. 

Last winter Town Historian and AWHS Board Member Marvin Arons wrote a wonderful 
article on our Indian Basket Collection  

(check it out on our website www.woodbridgehistory.org under newsletters) and we will 
have them displayed throughout the house on the 19th.  

Spring was often a lean time in colonial New England so we will be cooking root  
vegetables and beans, which were often all that was left of the fall harvest.  

We will also be making some tavern biscuits using the Darling’s reflector oven, and have 
included the recipe so you can try them at home. 

Mary Randolph's The Virginia Housewife of 1824 “Tavern Biscuit” Recipe: 

“To one pound of flour, add half a pound of sugar, half a pound of butter, some mace and  

nutmeg powdered, and a glass of brandy or wine: wet it with milk and when well kneaded, roll it 

thin, cut it in shapes, and bake it quickly.” 


