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Dear Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society Members: 

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving. I can’t believe it is already that time of year again. “Time flies 
when you are having fun”, and we have certainly being doing that at the historical society this year. We were 
thrilled to see so many of you at our events, which included hearth cooking, ice cream making, hikes up West 
Rock, and our spring and fall tavern nights. Our last event of the year will be our  

Holiday Open House on Sunday December 3rd,  2 - 4 pm.  
On top of our usual holiday decorations and home-baked goodies to eat and to purchase, we will have even 
more treats for you this year, including the Amity Chamber Singers, the Sirchs playing historic holiday tunes, 
and hot-baked bread out of our newly restored beehive oven. This event is free and open to the public.  

In addition to our public events, we have been very busy behind the scenes as well. We are very happy to re-
port that we have achieved our goal of restoring the beehive baking oven at the Darling House! The original 
beehive was destroyed in the 20th century to make room for the furnace flue. Over the last two years we had 
the flue redone allowing us to expand our hearth cooking, which we hope you have had the opportunity to 
enjoy. The “crowning jewel” in the project however, was the beehive oven (pictured above). The restored 
oven was completed this month, and will take its “maiden voyage” at the holiday open house. With the fire-
place and oven now complete we look forward to hosting more hearth cooking events in the future. 

Also this past year, several of our board members and volunteers have devoted their Wednesday mornings to 
working on our collections at the Darling house. We are very lucky to have an extensive collection of Darling 
family papers as well as other Woodbridge archives, in addition to our textile, furniture and art collections. 
As an all-volunteer organization, without any paid staff, the countless hours they have spent cataloging and 
preserving our collections are a testament to their dedication the historical society, and I would like to thank 
them on behalf of all of us!  
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Our goal in the future is to be able to make our archives available to the public both in person and electronical-
ly. It is a monumental project, but we have made great strides this year, and the fruits of our labors were on 
display at our open houses, including some of our archival material and our wonderful quilt collection.  

We have also spent the last 18 months working with the Regional Water Au-
thority to save three of the historic houses they owned in Woodbridge. We are 
very happy to report that all three houses are now on the hands of private 
owners that are hard at work restoring them! The owners are being held to 
Secretary of Interior Historical Preservation Standards with all proposed work 
being approved by the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation through the 
RWA. We are thrilled that these historic houses finally have a new lease on 
life. They are part of the fabric of our town, and not only is their history being 
preserved, but our neighborhoods as well, as they had sat empty and become 
eyesores for more than a decade. We thank the RWA, the town and the owners 
for their hard work and dedication to these treasures! 

Paul Decoster one of our board members, has been spearheading the effort to 
have some of our wonderful trees in town listed on the state register through 
the “Notable Tree Project”. We heard an excellent talk at our annual meeting 
in May by Professor Glenn Dryer from Connecticut College about some fa-
mous and notable trees in Connecticut, including some in Woodbridge, and we 
were happy to see many of you at the meeting. If you know of any notable 

trees in town, please visit our website (http://www.woodbridgehistory.org) or contact us for information. 

As usual this year, we were delighted to host the Beecher Road School third graders at the Darling house 
and teach them about the history of our town and one of its most famous residents, as well as about life in the 
18th century. In addition, this past spring we were thrilled to host fourth graders from Sandy Hook in New-
town for a fieldtrip at the house. 

Unfortunately this year, we were not able to complete the next phase of our “Envelope Project” as we were 
not awarded the 1772 Foundation grant for which we applied. Obtaining grant funds is getting more and more 
difficult as budgets tighten, so we need your help more than ever to raise the additional funds to complete the 
lead remediation, painting and window restoration on the house and attached caretaker apartment. We hope 
that you will consider making an additional end of the year donation to the envelope project. 

We are planning some new fun adventures at the historical society in 2018: 
• cemetery and historic plaque tours throughout town 
• baking in the newly restored beehive oven 
• additional hikes 
• A children’s day at the one room school house in town 
• the discovery and sharing of new treasures in our archives and other collections 

We thank you for your support and interest and dedication to our mission. We rely on and are grateful for your 
donations, but your participation in our events is what we treasure most! I want to again thank all of our  
volunteers for helping us bring them to you, in particular, Mickie Sistrand for help with hearth cooking and 
Nancy Mull for help with archives as well as genealogy research. We not only want to preserve history, but 
we want to share it with all of you. If there are any programs you would like to see us do, please let us know, 
and we will do our best to bring them to you. 

We hope that you will enjoy the Holiday Gift we have enclosed. The biography of Elmer Little, by Rich 
Jeynes showcases an important Woodbridge resident and provides some fascinating history of our town. I 
would personally like to thank Rich and other board members for the countless hours they dedicated to this 
piece, and I hope you will delight in reading it as much as I have. Have a wonderful Holiday Season, and we 
look forward to seeing more of you in 2018!!  
         Alexia Belperron, Ph.D. President, AWHS 

AWHS participated in the library’s 

“Swinging Through the Stacks” 

fundraiser this month. 


