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Like everyone else, the pandemic has confined the historical society to quarters and prevented us from 
entertaining our usual number of visitors. The upside is that we, like everyone else, are getting to some long-
delayed projects like cleaning the closets and sorting old records as well as repair and stabilization projects 
on the house and barns (see page 2). 

We have been marveling at our amazing array of treasures, not just those on normal display but those we are 
cataloging from attics, lofts, workrooms, files, shelves, and drawers. Much of it has been on site for 
generations, owned and used by the Darling family. Some things were acquired by the AWHS before it 
moved to Litchfield Turnpike in 1974. Some were loaned or donated since. Books, papers, agricultural tools, 
textiles, household items—a trove of items worthy of display. 

Enter opportunity: first Ken Mull, a keen photographer and the husband of our volunteer textiles specialist, 
Nancy Mull, started to record the things Nancy was discovering, and we started to acquire a valuable archive 
of pictures. Then we learned that the newly reopened Library had display walls free in February and that we 
had a Board member with the vision to put things together. The result is the AWHS’s first-ever photographic 
display of objects from our collection. 

The planning group elected to make the show 
about our Hidden Treasures, things our 
members and visitors have never seen before 
(or as they’d never seen them before). The 
selection of objects was great fun, lobbying for 
favorites and picking those that would represent 
the scope of our collections as well as make 
brilliant photographs. 

 

Hidden Treasures of the Historical Society 
 

  Library Exhibit ~ February 1 — 28, 2022 

Winter 2022 Newsletter 

 

Selecting the objects to photograph was difficult. For exam-
ple, we have several remarkable souvenirs that show how 
people fought house fires ca 1900, using different types of 
containers with liquid retardant or a wand with chemical 
powder to “throw forcibly” at the base of the flames. They all 
have amazing designs and wonderful names, including The 
Phoenix Fire Extinguishing Compound, Hayward’s Fire Gre-
nades and Sur-Stop—The Automatic Fireman on the Wall. 
Which was chosen for our exhibit?  

 

How to tie a rope bed: objects chosen for the 
exhibit include an unusually complete set of 
handmade tools for this purpose, shown 
here in use.  

Continued on page 2 
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~ Building Preservation Update ~ 

We are relieved and thankful to report that the needed work 
to stabilize the “icehouse” structure was completed in 
December. We thank GNCB Engineering and Donato/
Routh for helping to get the work completed before the first 
snowflakes flew and for donating some of their time to help 
us keep costs down.  

The icehouse (a bit of a misnomer, because only a portion 
of it was designed to store ice) was built some time in the 
latter half of the 19th century. It was built with lighter 
framing and less structural support than the two barns and 
for these reasons, was in need of more immediate 
remediation. In fact, repairs to the existing structure have 
not yet been made, but additional support was added inside 
in the form of more columns supporting the roof and the addition of shear walls that extend all the way up to the 
roof. These help the roof carry a heavy load of snow, for instance, and help the building withstand strong winds 
without experiencing structural damage.  

From the outside nothing looks different, and if you visit you will see that repairs are still needed. These are 
scheduled to take place in the coming years, but we are relieved that the building is now considered stable.  

This year we must instead turn our attention to the cow barn which is at least 200 years old. Although it was built 
solidly using “post and beam” construction techniques, it is showing its age and will require repair to damaged and 
decayed portions of the structure in order to prevent additional loss of both structural and historical integrity. We 
have received a large grant from the State Historic Preservation Office that will help support this work. We look 
forward to sharing more updates with you and thank you for your donations to the Building Fund that supports 
these projects. 

Join the Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society and the Woodbridge Town Library for some fun 

activities  for kids during the month of February! 

There will be a scavenger hunt to learn about the history of the area, a take and make craft and artifacts 

to view right in the library. You can also learn about indigenous people who were the first inhabitants of 

the land that is now Woodbridge, and see some of the artifacts they left behind. Please register online . 

Saturday February 26th — 2—4 PM  woodbridgetownlibrary.org 

 

An early bath tub that had been pitched into 
the barn and forgotten  

The display is designed to be fun and informative as well as 
visually beautiful, with some of the actual objects—the ones 
that can be safely transported—on display at the show’s open-
ing on February 11. More will be at the library for children’s 
programs planned by Children’s Librarian Beth Weintraub, 
including one on February 12 with weaving in the manner of 
the museum’s collection of 19th-century indigenous Paugus-
sett-style baskets. 

We hope all members and friends of the Society will have an 
opportunity to come to the library during the month of  
February to see the exhibit, and of course we hope that it in-
troduces even more people to the pleasures of exploring local 
history and culture. 
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Ask Your Local Historian 

Q: I don’t know if you’ve ever noticed this, but in 
Woodbridge most streets are named “Road” or “Drive” 
even if they are dead ends with three houses around a 
circle.  
 
Why is that? 

A: Woodbridge has “Streets”, just none in its “hill 
section”. This was a conscious decision at one point, a 
deliberate gesture to promote the image of country living: 
the Selectmen’s Notes for January 6, 1936, record that in 
accordance with a vote at the Annual Town Meeting a  

“Committee [was] appointed to act with the Selectmen in 
re-naming thoroughfares in the hill section of the Town to 
be called roads[,] lanes, or any other term appropriate to 
a rural district.” 

The immediate result was that what had been Center 
Street was renamed Center Road and Westward Road. 

A Major Acquisition to be Unveiled 
Soon! 

AN absolute treasure, with origins in Woodbridge 
dating back many hundreds of years, has come home! 

Through the watchful eye of an AWHS board member, 
the persistence and patience of another, and the 

extreme generosity and forward thinking of the donor, 
a unique and important piece of furniture will soon be 

on display at the Town Library for all to see. 
 

We are gathering information. Researching origins. 
Performing some minor restorations. And when it is 

ready, you will all be invited to the unveiling. We are 
hoping for March, 2022. It will be worth the wait! 

Wilson H. Kimnach 

It is with great sadness that we mark the passing 
of AWHS Board member Emeritus, Wilson Henry 
Kimnach (1938-2021). Wilson joined the Board 
in 1985 and served until 2018. After that, we were 
pleased to have him remain in touch as an 
emeritus Director. 

A graduate of Brown University (BA) and 
University of Pennsylvania (MA and Ph.D.), 
Wilson was the Chancellor’s Professor of 
Humanities at the University of Bridgeport. 
Beyond teaching literature and history, his abiding 
interest was 18th century theological thought in 
colonial America. He collected and wrote on early 
sermons. At Yale University Wilson was a long-
time Board member of The Works of Jonathan 
Edwards, and he was the General Editor of 
Sermons. He served on the Executive Committee 
and edited volumes 10 and 25 in the Yale Edition. 

With the AWHS board, Wilson served on the 
Archives and Publications Committees overseeing 
publication of the biography of Thomas Darling. 
Throughout his tenure with AWHS, he provided a 
voice of reason and gentle humor. His quietly 
spoken insights were bolstered by deep 
scholarship. He felt at home in the 18th century 
world of the Darling house and had a particular 
affection for the tall case clock, bringing in his 
own clock expert (Dana Blackwell) to tend to it. 

Wilson was a true gentleman and scholar and we 
will miss him. 
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Amity & Woodbridge  
Historical Society 
at the historic Darling House 
1907 Litchfield Turnpike 
Woodbridge, CT 06525 
 

www.woodbridgehistory.org 
info@wooodbridgehistory.org 
Instagram = ctwoodbridgehist 
Facebook = @woodbridgehistory  

Board of Directors of AWHS 
President: Alexia Belperron PhD 
Vice President: Lisa Flaherty 
Treasurer: Barbara Baldwin 
Secretary: Mary Dean PhD 
Larissa Crocco 
Martha German 
Charles Griffith 
Barbara Hagan-Smith 
Rebecca Harlow 
Donald Menzies  
Lynn Piascyk 

Follow Us! 
Instagram = ctwoodbridgehist, Facebook = @woodbridgehistory  

 

The Woodbridge Town library is 
located at 10 Newton Road 

Woodbridge, CT 06525 

Their hours are:  

Monday - Thursday : 10 am - 8 pm, 
Friday and Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm.  

 
You can stop in anytime during 

opening hours to view the  
Hidden Treasures exhibit located 

in the community room.  


