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E very 10 years or so there will be an article in the New York Times about Woodbridge, typically showing a 
Colonial-style home from the 1770s or 1930s or 1980s. We have distinguished examples of that style from all of 

those periods, including some by locally famous architects Alice Washburn and Douglas Orr. 

Far less well known are Woodbridge’s distinguished buildings by modern architects, including those working in the 
most abstract, “International” style. These buildings are not always visible from the road and in some cases have been 
demolished or significantly altered—mid-century buildings often had impractical or challenging features that inspired 
(perhaps required) changes over time, including experimental or industrial materials, flat roofs, drafty casement 
windows, abstract design and lack of detail or texture--so we might not know they have an important place in our 
architectural history. 

Why did Woodbridge attract these clients and their 
architects? In many cases it was an association with Yale. 
One of the earliest examples of the International Style in 
this area was built in 1938 on Peck Hill Road for Yale 
English Professor Gordon S. Haight and his wife Mary 
Nettleton Haight. The architect was Perry Duncan, who 
studied architecture at Yale in the 1920s. The building has 
recently been torn down in favor of multiple suburban-
style houses, but it can be seen in the first edition of 
Historic Woodbridge: An Historic and Architectural 
Survey, p.138, reproduced here. (see right) 

After World War II, this association between Woodbridge and Yale was a significant conduit of Modernist ideas and 
buildings, because, as the New Haven Preservation Trust’s online study “Modern Architecture in New Haven” notes, 
the city became “a nationally known laboratory for Modernist architecture and planning….[that] brought new ideas 
and pioneering practitioners to the city, where they created landmark buildings and districts.”... “Yale-trained 
architects also … contributed to the architectural development of the city and the surrounding towns.”  

In Woodbridge, this second-generation 
modernism is illustrated by houses or additions 
by Charles Moore, Herbert S. Newman, 
Gwathmy and Siegel, Roth and Moore, and King-
lui Wu, professor at the School of Architecture 
from 1945 to 1988. 

    No doubt the most historically significant 
modern building in Woodbridge is one of the 
most modest, the former home of legendary Yale 
Professor Vincent Scully. In 1948,  
just finishing his Ph.D. in art history and  
newly appointed as a lecturer, he sought to build 
a house for his family. Scully was the student, 
colleague, or friend of many key figures in New 
Haven’s architectural scene, and a design for his 
house was prepared for him by one of the most 
famous architects in America, Frank Lloyd 
Wright. (detail, left) 

Continued on page 2 

Modern Architecture Comes To Woodbridge 

Frank Lloyd Wright, Design for the Scully House, 

Woodbridge Connecticut 1948 (detail) 
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Amity High School Interns 
 

A  big thank you to our three amazing interns 
from Amity High School’s Senior Service 

Learning Program. Olivia Cheng, Barrett Palmieri 
and Sean Qian spent three weeks at the Darling House 

assisting the volunteers of the Amity and Woodbridge 
Historical Society with special projects. They designed a kids 
activity book, prepared for a visit from 100 Beecher Road 
School third graders and produced a video among other 
projects. They were fun and helpful, and we enjoyed sharing 
the history of our collections and with them. Best of luck to 
you three in college! 

Sadly, there is no building by Frank Lloyd Wright in Woodbridge. A young professor with a growing family could 
simply not afford to build it. Instead, Scully tapped the idea of another famous architect in his sphere, Philip Johnson, 
and prepared a design based on Johnson’s Glass House in New Canaan (1945-48, now a National Historic Landmark and 
the property of the National Trust for Historic Preservation), with other details taken from Marcel Breuer.  

Like Johnson’s pavilion of glass, the Scully house was 
originally a simple rectangle without interior walls.  
It was inexpensively built but stylistically advanced,  
an attempt to embody the tenets of the International 
Style as residence. Scully himself published it in an 
article for Architectural Forum in 1951, One-Room 
House Gives up Privacy and Slick Finishes, Gains 
Spaciousness and Flexibility, saying,  

     “The average house today, whether ‘modern’ or 
what have you, is over-articulated, over-finished in 
meaningless ways and over-gadgeted. We decided 
upon a simple, orderly shell, within which the creative 
disorder of our lives could develop freely.” 

But as any parent can tell you, the finest plans and theories can 
be quickly upended by a team of little kids. What worked for the 
bachelor Johnson and his circle in New Canaan did not long 
work for the Scullys in Woodbridge. In 1959 he told his former 
student David McCullough, later the Pulitzer-prizewinning 
historian of John Adams,  

“’…I had in mind some absurd notion like ‘togetherness’  
so I left out all the walls. Everybody warned me against it,  
but I wanted to prove something.’ Would he build the same 
house again? ‘Hell no! The next one I do will have a stone  
cell for each kid with a slot under the doors to slide food 
through.”  

Most other early modern houses in Woodbridge—most other 
houses everywhere—are not so abstract, but all are liable to 
have been changed by subsequent owners with their own ideas 
about the appropriate balance between style and livability. We can be sympathetic with current needs and taste and also 
celebrate the achievements of the past, as the American Institute of Architects in Connecticut did by giving a 2012 Merit 
Award for the sensitive and successful updating of a 1952 house  
on Stoddard Hill.  Appreciation is the first step in preservation. — Mary Dean 

 

Thanks to Preservation Connecticut for providing access its files and special thanks to its  
Deputy Director, Christopher Wigren, author of Connecticut Architecture (Wesleyan University Press, 2018), for valuable 
information and stimulating conversation. 

Original view and plan of the Scully House from 

Architectural Forum June 1951 pp 162-4. 
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As I sit down today to write this 
segment for the newsletter, I am 
desperately trying to stay cool with my 
little window air conditioner on. I am 

trying not to think of my electric bill along with all the other increased costs we are all experiencing these days. As 
you might imagine, monetary donations to AWHS often decrease during periods like these. Of course, our expenses 
increase just like everyone else’s, but it ends up being an even bigger problem for non-profits when our incomes 
decrease as our expenses increase. You are now probably thinking that this will be another one of our usual pleas for 
your very generous donations, but it’s not, so please read on! 

Just like all of us individually, non-profits need to establish “rainy-day” funds to cover unexpected expenses, 
manage fluctuations in donations and plan for future projects. However, it is often hard for us to set aside funds 
because we have so many immediate needs for the preservation of the buildings and our collections. One very 
important way that you can help us manage the fluctuations in the economy and with monetary donations and ensure 
that we can continue our preservation work is through Planned Giving. 

Planned Giving takes multiple different forms, and we hope that you will consider one of these options that can help 
AWHS today as well as ensure its future. 

Appreciated Securities: Gifts of Stocks and Appreciated Assets. If you have owned stocks or other 
publicly traded Appreciated Securities for at least one year, you can transfer them to a non-profit like the 
Historical Society. You can claim an income tax charitable deduction for the fair market value and also 
avoid any capital gains taxes. We can then sell the stocks and use the proceeds as needed. It’s an easy gift to 
make and an easy gift to take! 

Real and Personal Property: Gifts of real estate or other valuable tangible personal items. Do you have 
Real Estate property you are planning to sell or maybe other collectibles or artwork? If you donate them to 
us, you can deduct their value as a charitable donation and avoid paying any capital gains taxes. We can sell 
the item and use the proceeds as needed without any loss for taxes. 

Qualified Charitable Distribution: Also referred to as an IRA Rollover. If you are at least 70½, you can 
make a tax-free IRA charitable rollover gift up to $100,000 each year directly from your IRA. The transfer 
must be directly to us, as withdrawing them first would result in a tax penalty for you. If you don’t need the 
additional income and want to avoid the “double taxation” on the minimum required distribution this might 
be the perfect donation for you to make. 

Bequests: This is one of the easiest gifts to give. A bequest is either a designated amount or percentage of 
your estate. This gift costs you nothing during your lifetime and even if you already have a will, you can 
often add a codicil to it listing the Society as a beneficiary without the expense of hiring a lawyer. 

Life Insurance and Retirement Plans: If you have either life insurance policies or retirement plans, you 
can make us one of your beneficiaries. When your estate is settled, 
we would receive the amount you designated, and your heirs would 
not have to pay any income or estate taxes on that amount. 

We hope that you will consider making a planned giving donation to us with 
one or more of these options. We of course also always rely on your 
membership and additional monetary donations, but these planned giving 
gifts, which are often in much higher amounts, would help to secure our 
future as well as ease the current strains on our budget and would allow you 
to still support us even if you aren’t currently able to with a monetary donation.  

Planned Giving gifts would also allow us to commit to future preservation projects for our collections as well as our 
buildings, including replenishing our capital building fund which we established last year. Please contact us if you 
would like more information. We are happy to assist you in setting up one of these planned giving options. 

Thank you as always for your generous support and I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer. 

 

Alexia 
Alexia Belperron, President AWHS 

President’s Message: Different Ways to Give 
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Follow Us! 

 
 

Instagram = ctwoodbridgehist Facebook = @woodbridgehistory 

The LaCoille Family of Woodbridge recently 
stopped by the Darling House for a fun tour. 

The Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society 
is participating in the CT Summer at the 

Museum program, which encourages families 
to explore our State’s museums and benefit 

from our programs, activities and exhibits. We 
were happy to give a tour to this energetic 

group who learned a little bit of what life was 
like when the Darling family lived here.   

Bring your family too! 

Drop in on Tuesdays 10 AM to 1 PM — Or send an email to 
info@woodbridgehistory.org to arrange a visit.  

Summer at the Museum is made possible with the support of Connecticut Humanities and the Department of Economic and Community 

Development, Office of the Arts, which also receives support from the federal ARPA. 


