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 Buses in Woodbridge in the 1940’s and 50’s by Rich jeynes 

 Up to 1948 in New Haven, trolleys were being used for public transportation. History records 
that trolley tracks extended from Derby along Route 34 (Derby Avenue) right into downtown New 
Haven. Tracks were prominent going north out of New Haven on Whalley Avenue to the Woodbridge 
town line. 
 
 During World War II, transit bus lines extended out Fountain Street up “Long Hill” to  
Ansonia Road to “Button Ball Corner” (corner of Ansonia Road and Racebrook Road), then turned 
right along Racebrook Road to the corner of Westward Road and North Racebrook, then down  
Center Road to Amity Road, turning right on Amity at the “Blue Check” and going down into  
New Haven. That was the era of the one-car family and this writer as a small child could tell the read-
er who was on that bus: mostly it was the women who had jobs in the city. The buses came on a one-
shot-a-day route coming up Fountain Street about 5 p.m. and taking home those who had gone into 
the city in the morning for work. If a shopper went on the morning run, the shopper had to stay in the 
city all day. There were no malls, so most shoppers went to Malley’s and Shartenberg’s and small 
shops south of the center for woolens or cottons to make clothes at home. It was a different era. With 
the rise of the two-car family (cars were produced in great numbers after WWII), in 1947 the Trolley  
system to Westville ended and the bus routes to Woodbridge ended. 
 
 But what of the school buses? You see, the five oneroom District schools ended in Woodbridge 
in 1928. Children no longer walked to the school in their region of town. Woodbridge population be-
gan to grow with advent of electric power, automobiles and telephones and indoor plumbing (this 
writer can show people where the “necessity’ house was at South School), and the new Center School 
demanded that bus routes be established. 
 
 The Chair of the bus route committee for many years was Doris (Red) Eaton. Almost everyone 
on the committee was a lifelong resident of the town. Thus, they knew all the roads and where the 
population centers were. They had the meetings in August before the school year started. The photo-
graph shows the early bus drivers. Eventually Sam Tompkins retired and Bobby Dunn replaced him 
after getting out of the service at the end of WWII. Thus, the four drivers for most of the 1940s and 
1950s were named Sorensen, Dunn, Clark, and Trumbley. 
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 This writer rode Theodore “Ted” Clark’s bus route from 1947 to 1960. How many of you 
remember some of these old Woodbridge names from that era? Mr. Clark was a farmer (cow’s 
and turkeys), First Selectman from 1948 until 1976 and, most importantly for the children, a bus 
driver. Obviously he wore many hats.  

By 6:30 a.m. his route started by taking high school students from Woodbridge to Troup Junior 
H.S. and Hillhouse H.S. in New Haven. Some prominent Woodbridge children he took to high 
school in New Haven in the early 1940’s included the Bontempo boys, Lillian Michel and George 
Michel, Jr., Fred Knodell, Dick and Sue Beach, Warren and Pam Jewett, Cy Mansfield, the Perkins 
sisters, (Willow, Nancy, and Suzy) Anne Smith, Polly and Sue Peck. In the late 1940’s, Mr. Clark 
would start north down Racebrook Road from his farm near the Orange town line picking up Andy 
Raver, John Cook, and the Monde boys from Wepawaug Road. Then came Buttonball Corner, 
where a slew of children living around the corner got on the bus. They included Bob, Terry, and 
Mac Chatfield, David and Richard Jeynes, Fred and Bob Collenberg, Peter and Jean Smith (siblings 
of Ann Smith, mentioned earlier) Penny, Lucie and Sue Langeler, and Mary Lou Unholtz. Then the 
bus would turn west on Ansonia and stop at the end of Wepawaug Road to pick up Doreen Schmidt 
and Cornelia and Elizabeth Eaton.  

The bus would proceed to Baldwin Road, picking up Edwin and Marian Hill, Liz Pike and Tom Sey-
mour at the corner. Going south down Baldwin Road, Barbara, Joanne and Jimmy Angier would 
be picked up. Further South, Marilyn, Judy and Artie Meister were picked up along with the 
Knowlton girls and Charles, Brad and Robbie Marvin. The bus would turn round at the corner of 
Greenway and Baldwin Road, picking up Bobby Hitchcock, Reid and Pam Kaplan, “Inky” Ingra-
ham, Fred Kohl and Carol Scavone. Northrup Road was just starting to be developed but David 
Smith, Sam Kovel and Barbara Smith got on the bus there. From Ford Road were collected the Si-
rowich children (Mike, Anita, Kathy, Tommy and Dutch; the other Sirowich children were not old 
enough for school yet). Eventually getting to Westward Road, Polly Canon and the Montgomery 
boys were gathered in. At the corner of Westward Road and North Racebrook Eddie and Rusty 
Williams and Tony Stoddard came aboard. 

 What was great about this? Ted had a bus from 
1940, but purchased a new one in 1949. It was huge; he 
would gas it up at his agricultural gas tank on his farm. 
But that new 1949 bus was the first bus in Woodbridge 
to have a radio. In the afternoon, coming home, Ted al-
ways listened to “Make Believe Ballroom Time” (Big 
Band music) out of Bridgeport. Or, because every game 
was in the afternoon in those days, he listened to the 
Boston Red Sox games in April, May, June and Septem-
ber. (Ted hated the N.Y. Yankees and so did I.) It was 
while coming down Hunting Hill Road on the afternoon 
run home on Ted’s bus in the spring of 1952 that we 
heard of the trade of All Star George Kell of the Detroit 
Tigers to the Boston Red Sox for Walt Dropo and John-
ny Pesky. That was huge. (But as I stated, it was a differ-
ent world in those days.) 

 Getting off the bus at the corner of Hunting Hill and Racebrook with about ten other chil-
dren, I would run home to deliver my papers. Of over 120 New Haven Registers, one went to the 
home of Theodore “Ted” Clark and his wife Evelyn. And it was always delivered before he com-
pleted his second bus run of the afternoon. Maybe that is why we got along. 
 
This reminiscence is from a long-time Woodbridge resident: do you also have a story to share? One we have already heard was 
about a driver in the ‘50s who lost his temper with some rambunctious boys and kicked them off the bus to walk the rest of the 
way home! Send us an email or give us a call and we’ll collect yours, too, maybe for print.  

Continued from page one….. 
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 Two Recent Accessions 
Although Don Berrie moved to Maine decades ago, he retains a strong attachment to Woodbridge where he 
grew up. Recently, he made the decision to return some inherited  family treasures to Woodbridge, and his 
friends Rich and Debbie Forselius carefully delivered them to the Historical Society.  
 
The items included a sampler and an oil painting. The sampler was stitched about 1835 by ten-year old Sarah 
Lucretia Newton (1826-1913),   daughter of Jeremiah Newton and Esther Riggs. It contains the usual grace-
ful capital letters, numerals, and a “Family Register.” Sa-
rah also stitched a personal note: “Instruction from Caro-
line Thomas.” The sampler eventually passed down to Sa-
rah’s great granddaughter, Sylvia Nelson Berrie, Don’s 
mother. 
 
The oil painting was done by Helen Florence Newton 
(1878-1970), a relative of Sarah Lucretia Newton. Helen 
lived on Seymour Road in the house built in 1834 by her 
grandfather Jonah Sidney Newton. In 1900 she graduated 
from Mount Holyoke College. She and her sisters Lena 
and Grace became teachers, while their brother Clarence 
farmed and raised cattle. In addition to teaching mathe-
matics in New Haven and at Norwich Free Academy, Hel-
en studied painting with artists in Rockport and Province-
town, Massachusetts. A member of the New Haven Paint 
& Clay Club, she painted local landscapes and also creat-
ed an extensive body of work done in California. 
 
Exhibited at the Connecticut Academy of Fine Arts in 
1951, our painting is a rural scene titled “Spring in Cotton Hollow.”  
Although there is a “Cotton Hollow” in  Glastonbury, we believe the painting depicts the landscape near 

Cotton Hollow Road in Beacon Falls, 
just off Route 63, where there was a 
19th c. (cotton) thread factory. 
 
Helen Newton and Sylvia Berrie 
shared descent from early Woodbridge 
settler Enoch Newton and an interest 
in local history. When she wrote her 
“chronicle” on early Woodbridge,  
Helen termed Sylvia’s assistance 
(which included typing) “the salva-
tion” of her writing project. 
 
Both the sampler and the painting 
hung for many years in Sylvia Barrie's 
Woodbridge home. She was very in-
volved with the Historical Society and 
served as president from 1972-76 and 
1979-81.Thank you Don for gifting 
AWHS with these treasures of  
Woodbridge’s past. 
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 National Distinction for the James Alexis Darling House 

 1932 Litchfield Turnpike 

Recently added to the National Register of Historic Places: 
the house of Thomas Darling’s grandson, James Alexis Dar-
ling, up the road from the Darling farm’s great English barn 
on Litchfield Turnpike. The home of Nancy Polk and Jack 
Hasagawa was praised for both its architecture and the contri-
bution it makes to a well-preserved agricultural setting. 
 
Like others in his family, James Alexis Darling (1796-1883), 
the youngest son of Thomas Darling Jr., had some experience 
in mercantile and political sphere; however, he was primarily 
a farmer on the family property, living with his parents and 
older brother Thomas until 1842 when he built his own house 
across the fields. 
 

This Darling house is modest in size, as we might say was suitable to a bachelor; and it is conservative in 
construction, like many other farmhouses. However, its detailing is stylish and up-to-date with Greek Reviv-
al features, a fair neighbor to his grandfather’s older and more imposing home. For example, the front door 
is flanked by classical pilasters and topped by a deep entablature and projecting cornice. 
 
The National Register nomination also praises the way “The house with its outbuildings and surrounding 
landscape evokes a strong feeling of its historical time and provides a sense of the early agricultural period 
of the town of Woodbridge….”  Happily, the fields surrounding the house belong to the Town of Wood-
bridge so its citizens can take pride in helping preserve this view of their town’s 19th century agricultural 
heritage. 

MANY STONES CAN FORM AN ARCH  
AWHS Strives to Preserve Historic Buildings 

 

 AWHS recently applied for and received a CT State Historic  
Preservation Office Survey and Planning Grant to assess the condition of 
the barns on the Woodbridge town-owned Darling Family property. The 
results of the survey revealed that the barns are in need of some repair 

and stabilization work.  
 Don Menzies, a Past President 
of the AWHS says that " AWHS is committed to preserving the history and 
buildings that make Woodbridge unique. While the Town owns the entire 
complex of buildings and land at The Darling House site, the Historical So-
ciety has always been committed to the costs of maintaining and preserv-
ing the historic structures. AWHS will be applying for a number of other 
grants, most of which are matching grants.  We are embarking on a long 
journey to fix all the buildings on the property." 
  As an all-volunteer organization, AWHS needs your help to get us 
there, either with a monetary contribution, or an offer to become a volun-
teer yourself for any safe but fun smaller projects that arise! PLEASE SEND 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AWHS, 1907 Litchfield Turnpike, Wood-
bridge, CT 06525, knowing that we are very grateful for your help and 
support.  

To kick off the establish-
ment of this fund, we have 

a very generous 
 Woodbridge resident who 

has offered to match,  
dollar for dollar up to 
$5000 of donations!  

We are asking for your 
support to help us estab-
lish this fund so that we 

can take full advantage of 
this matching offer. 
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Scanning Party 

On a recent late sum-

mer day, members  

and volunteers of the 

AWHS came together 

to take in some special 

documents. A tenth 

grader at Hamden High 

School had recently 

inherited a number of 

antique documents 

and photos that had a 

Woodbridge connec-

tion. Her grandmother 

had left the documents to her, and she had been pour-

ing over them, and realized we may have an interest. 

She was kind enough to come to the Darling House to 

have each item carefully scanned into our archives. The 

long time families of Woodbridge that the documents 

relate to include the Sweet, Hotchkiss, Warner and 

Dickenson Families. We finished the afternoon with a 

potluck lunch outside, enjoying the beautiful grounds 

and buildings that make up the Darling Family Home-

stead.  

Ask an Historian  

Q: At the Woodbridge Like Me event on 

the town green on October 2nd,  I saw your 
display of 18

th
 century manumission papers 

from the Society’s archives.  
What are manumission papers? 
 
A: It’s important to know the history of  

slavery in Connecticut, where it was well  
established and only very slowly brought to 
an end. There were a number of legislative 
and judicial actions that had an effect on its 
expansion, but before 1784 nothing done by 
the government of Connecticut actually 
changed the condition of a single person 
born into slavery. Even then, emancipation 
was granted only to those who turned 25 
after March of 1809. 
 
Therefore, in the 18

th
 century the only path 

to freedom in Connecticut was manumission, 
a voluntary act by the “master”. Thomas  
Darling manumitted some of his own slaves 
in 1777, and he and his son Thomas Darling 
Junior, witnessed the manumission of 
“Alexander a Negro Servant” by Simeon 
Sperry in 1781. 
 
Visitors to our booth could see photos of 
the Sperry manumission papers and read for 
themselves how Alexander purchased his 
freedom for $50, paid over 3 years, and how 
Simeon Sperry acknowledged that he: 
 

“Do by these presents Manumit and 
settle Liberty the said Alexander so 
that neither I my self or any person 
under me shall have any right from 
this time forward to restrain or con-
trol Said Alexander in his said Liber-
ty or business, but that he shall be 
Master of his own Actions, and di-
rect his own affairs for the future as 
all freedmen have a right to do….” 

The Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society displayed 

items from their collections and talked to many residents at 

the  Woodbridge Like Me event on Saturday, October 2nd .  
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Follow Us! 
Instagram = ctwoodbridgehist, Facebook = @woodbridgehistory  

Board of Directors of AWHS 
 

President: Alexia Belperron PhD 
Vice President: Mary Dean PhD 
Treasurer: Barbara Baldwin 
Recording Secretary: Martha German 
Corresponding  
   Secretary: Phyllis Federico 
 
Marvin Arons MD 
Paul DeCoster 
Lisa Flaherty 
Charles Griffith 
Barbara Hagan-Smith 
Rebecca Harlow 
Donald Menzies—Past President 
Lynn Piascyk 
Mickie Sistrand 

Amity & Woodbridge Historical Society, Inc. 

At the Historic Darling House 

1907 Litchfield Turnpike 

Woodbridge, CT 06525 
 

www.woodbridgehistory.org 

info@wooodbridgehistory.org 

Instagram = ctwoodbridgehist 

Facebook = @woodbridgehistory  

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 
Please join us for the Amity and Woodbridge Historical  

Society's annual meeting to be held virtually on  

Sunday, November 14, 2021 at 4pm. 

At the meeting Andy Sistrand will give a presentation on George 

Henry Durrie (1820-1863) a local artist best known for landscape 

scenes, many of which were based on sketches made in the  

Bethany/Woodbridge area. He is best known for his snow scenes, 

and for the Currier and Ives prints made from his paintings. 

We will conduct official Society business including providing the 

status and initiatives of the AWHS  and  financial reports for 2020-

2021, election of board members, and ratifying proposed new by-

laws. A meeting agenda and copy of the proposed new bylaws will 

be available on our website after November 1, 2021. Please use this 

meeting ID in Zoom to join the meeting: 942 2023 3857  


