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“The colors, textures, and aromas inside a barn bring back the past as few buildings can.”  
(Markham Starr, author of Barns of Connecticut) 
 

One of the remarkable features of the Dar-
ling House is the survival of so many of its 
outbuildings. They contribute heavily to the 
character and historic value of the property 
and their importance increases with every 
year, as more and more old New England 
barns are lost or endangered because of the 
cost of maintaining them. 

The largest and possibly the oldest of the 
outbuildings of the Darling House is the 
Cow Barn, the yellow building with a dra-
matic sloping roof that flanks Litchfield 
Turnpike on the west. This is an “English 
barn”, a classic New England colonial de-
sign. It is well preserved, but the Historical 
Society wants to ensure it remains that way 
for future generations and has been anx-
ious to develop a comprehensive plan for 
preservation and upkeep of all the out-

buildings. 

 

The Society recently submitted a proposal to the Connecticut 

State Historic Preservation Office for a Survey and Planning 

grant to address these goals, and it was awarded $20,000 to 

hire a structural engineer. We hope that this sum will be enough 

to get a comprehensive analysis of not just the Cow Barn but 

also the Horse Barn and Ice House, including the working 

drawings that will be needed for subsequent grant applications. 

We want the buildings to be well preserved and accessible so 

everyone can step inside and “bring back the past” of the Darling family’s farm. 

Historical Society Awarded $20,000 Grant for the Darling House 

Cow barn with attached wagon shed) located on the property of the 

Darling House. The ice house in visible to the left. A new grant will help 

preserve these Darling House barns. 

Cow Barn elevation from Litchfield Turnpike.  

December 2020 



For over 45 years, the Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society has had caretakers 

living on site at the Darling Homestead to oversee AWHS’s collections and ensure the 

safety and security of the Darling House. We are pleased to announce new caretakers 

have moved in recently. Kyla and Kevin have already nestled in and have been finding 

their way around, as well as providing AWHS with peace of mind that this beautiful 

property has a competent set of eyes and ears. A very big welcome to both of them! 

Below is some information regarding the new couple.  

Kevin is a fun-loving and hard-working student of library science who wants to make 

sure people have access to and understand all the resources they need to make sense of 

this crazy world. He is in his second year at the University of Illinois’s online Master 

of Library Science program and currently serving as the Bookmobile Driver for the 

West Haven Public Library and as a Library Assistant at the Quinnipiac School of 

Law. When he isn’t studying or working, he is most likely reading, playing video 

games, hiking, making kombucha and hot sauce, or planning the next adventure for his Dungeons and Dragons group. 

Kevin’s favorite items in the museum collection are the town militia bugle, the musical instruments, and everything in 

the attic and barns. 
 

Kyla has lived in the Greater New Haven area of Connecticut all her life. Instead of going away for college, she 

enrolled in Naugatuck Valley Community College (NVCC) in 2013 and never quite left—eventually becoming a pro-

fessional writing tutor there and, as of last year, an adjunct instructor of English as a Second Language. Kyla received 

a master’s degree in creative writing and might one day finish her novel. She likes hiking, baking, writing, reading, 

and playing various instruments. Kyla’s favorite items in the museum’s collection are the grandfather clock (of 

course!); the surprisingly old jars of green beans in the basement; the 19th-century cake pan in the pantry; the plethora 

of pianos; and all of the clothes and quilts.   

When the old Lucy Street Schoolhouse (1911) and adjacent Warner School were 
demolished in 1983, former students worked with the First Selectman, Russ 
Stoddard, to save as much of the one-room schoolhouse as possible, hoping one day 
to rebuild it on another site. The pieces were carted up Litchfield Turnpike and fit-
ted inside the empty cow barn at the Darling House to await a new purpose. Despite 

years of efforts by the historical society to inter-
est individuals and organizations in town, no 
one wanted to take on the project. Meanwhile, 
the stacked building materials filled the barn's 
interior, preventing restoration and use as part of 
the museum. Even a preliminary tour with State 
Historic Preservation Office representatives in 
2019 could not be safely conducted. 

Finally, the Historical Society and the Town of 
Woodbridge, owner of the schoolhouse, joined 
forces to advertise the situation as widely as pos-

sible (see Summer, 2020, AWHS Newsletter). Several interested parties gave the matter 
consideration, and finally, a Woodbridge resident volunteered to take the materials and 
give them a new use. 

On Friday, September 30, a work crew donated by a concerned local citizen and town 

building employees labored all day to maneuver the enormous wall sections—some still 

containing glass windows—into trucks and away. We owe thanks to everyone who con-

tributed to this result, including town government, town staff, individual Board members 

and townspeople, and of course, the preservation-minded citizen who is now the custodian 

of a piece—or perhaps we should say pieces-- of Woodbridge history.  



 
A Message from the President 

Dear AWHS members, 

Thank you for the support you have given us throughout 2020. It has been quite a year! You signed petitions 
and letters for us, spoke at town meetings (remember when we could all meet in-person…), were generous 
with your donations and memberships, and visited us for our outdoor events-the only events we could host 
this year. The Historical Society has come a long way in 2020, but much is still left to be done and we need 
your help before the end of the year. 

Even though we were without caretakers and rental income for 8 months this year (we now have wonderful 
new caretakers: please see adjoining article), we were still able to conduct work on several projects. With a 
lot of sweat equity, Society funds and help from the town, we did renovations on the caretaker cottage, in ad-
dition to work on both the Darling House chimneys. The failing paint was removed and for the near future 
they will remain unpainted. We invite you to come take a look and let us know what you think, and when you 
do I hope you enjoy the great work done by our grounds committee in recovering heirloom plants on the 

property (with tree removal done with the town) as well as maintenance of the 
herb garden together with the Garden Club. The town staff also did a great job re-
moving all that was left behind by the past farming operations, so that once again 
the grounds are part of the museum. 

Your support allowed us to complete several stabilization/preservation projects 
including repair to the carriage shed arch and horse barn back door and some work 
on the out buildings, but there is much more to do and your donations will allow 
us to complete more preservation work! In 2021, repairs to the roof and east wall 
of the chicken coop need to be completed with smaller repairs to other out build-
ings. We plan to submit a 50/50 matching grant for painting work on the caretaker 
cottage and adjacent barn as well as structural stabilization in the house. These 
projects are in addition to the barn grants (see adjoining article) and the Good to 
Great Grant project which can only begin once resolution of ongoing issues with 
the Town’s new advisory committee are resolved. 

In addition to the buildings and grounds work, we have made notable strides this 
year in managing our collections. Countless hours have been devoted by Board members and volun-
teers to sorting, photographing, cataloging, cleaning, and thus preserving our collections. These ongoing pro-
jects are entirely supported by your membership dollars and will require additional funding and time in 2021. 

For the first time this year, AWHS has been offered a wonderful oppor-
tunity, but we need your help to take advantage of it. On “Giving Tues-
day” we sent out an email to let you know that we had a generous donor 
willing to match donations we received that day up to a total of $5000. 
We unfortunately did not receive enough donations that day to maximize 
this opportunity but our gracious donor has now agreed to apply the offer 
to all donations received through the end of December. 

Please consider making a donation to AWHS by the end of the month so 
that we can take full advantage of this fantastic opportunity. Your dona-
tions will be matched dollar for dollar thus doubling your impact. As you can see above we have many pro-
jects that need your support. We also know that in person fundraisers will still not be possible for at least the 
first half of next year, so your end of year donation now is more important than ever! 

Thank you as always for your generous support of AWHS and our efforts to preserve Woodbridge History. I 
wish you joy, happiness, rest and health this December and look forward to seeing you in 2021 

 

Alexia Belperron, President, AWHS 
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