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South School Restoration: A Light at the 
End of the Tunnel 

 

     So much has happened.  Where to begin?  Senator Joe Crisco.  It was a year ago at our Holiday Open House 
that Joe and Don Menzies first talked about the restoration project.  After telling him of our progress up to that 
point, and of our plans for the future, he was very pleased to learn that we were doing this for the Town and 
more particularly for the educational benefit of the children in our community.  Joe worked very hard to find us 
enough money to put us firmly and seriously on the road to completion.  And he did.  His Renaissance Fund 
contributed $15,000, which will cover most of the cost of the interior restoration!  It was absolutely the shot in 
the arm we needed.  When the story hit the local papers, it started a wave of renewed interest and commitment 
to the project.  Chris Dickerson was the first to call. 
     Chris coaches the Amity High School Girls Cross Country Team.  He runs those girls all over the streets of 
Woodbridge, and gives them history lessons along the way.  When they ran past South School one day, the girls 
commented that it was a shame the building had fallen into disrepair and why the heck wasn’t someone fixing it 
up?  Chris told them that somebody was, and would they like to help?  They all said they would gladly put in a 
full day’s work to help fix it up.  And so on Saturday, November 6 they spent from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. pulling off 
shingles, pulling out nails, tearing off tar paper, filling nail holes, and sanding the stains off the newly exposed 
original siding of the school-house.  By the end of the day, we could really see what the South District School 
looked like 125 years ago.  Committee members Rich Ridinger and Duncan Milne put in a full day too.  The 
Dillaway family (Walden, Marguerite, Chloe, Carrie, and Eliza) provided candy and beverages for the crew, and 
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Walden captured the day on film and video.  Our wonderful Public Works Crew removed all the debris (and 
there was a lot).  We hope everyone saw the marvelous article in the Amity Observer by Terri Miles.  
     But that’s not all.  Shortly after our work day, Senator Joe called us again to say Stephen Lurie, an old family 
friend who just happens to own a retail paint business, offered to supply us with some paint!  Needless to say 
Don immediately called Steve and they met at the school soon after.  Siperstein’s Paint has offered to supply us 
with ALL the paint we will need, from primer to topcoat, inside and out.  Steve is also quite sure he can match 
the original green used on the porch and some of the trim.  All Don could do at the end of the meeting was 
babble a tongue-tied “thank-you” to Steve.  Menzies was (can you imagine) literally speechless. 
     But that’s not all.  Don has spoken with a local builder who would like to help out on the construction end, 
and with a dumpster company which has offered a dumpster and a truck to haul away anything the Town might 
not be able to get to.  Both of their phone numbers are carefully filed away. 
     Our Committee has changed.  Nancy Scully has decided to take a well-deserved rest.  Chris and Walden have 
joined Jim Urbano, Rich Ridinger, Duncan Milne and Don, and we have more or less charted a new course for 
the future.  We believe that the best plan, in terms of time and money, would be to focus on the detailed 
restoration of the main block of the schoolhouse.  Our original plan called for rebuilding the addition, upgrading 
the utilities, and large scale landscaping.  That was when we thought there was a need for meeting space in town.  
That does not appear to be the case anymore.  But it will be a great place to bring history to life for a Beecher 
Road School multi-age classroom!  Isn’t that kind of like a late 20th century one-room schoolhouse?  How about 
the famous “Third Grade” at Beecher (see pg. 3)?  As part of their local history curriculum, they could re-enact a 
spelling bee, or perhaps a whole day!  We are very excited about this new direction.  And we’ll crawl out on our 
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Ceremony 

 

 
 

     We hope by now that the above image is a familiar sight to 
most of you.  Our Banner has been officially waving since June 
13, when Charles D Correll III hoisted up his Eagle Scout 
Project!  Over 100 people joined us for a beautiful ceremony.  
Though it threatened rain, we believe Sylvia Berrie had a brief 
conversation with the Almighty, and the sky cleared quickly!  
Charlie will shortly be submitting all the necessary application 
materials for Eagle Scout.  We all wish him the very best! 

“Sylvia’s Attic” Tag Sale 
Lives! 

     After a year or two in the mothballs, our annual Fall Tag Sale 
at the Darling House was revived on October 2.  Many thanks 
go to Board member Barbara Baldwin for “taking charge”.  
Many thanks are also due to the rest of the Board for giving time 
and talent to the success of the day.  Rose Trowbridge’s jellies 
were a big hit.  Mary Walton supervised the Society’s table of 
bargains.  It was a beautiful day, and while we only had a handful 
of vendors, we think everyone went home happy.  The 
atmosphere of the sale was relaxed and friendly, precisely the 
neighborly feeling we desire to exemplify in Town.   We already 
have a lot of interesting items ready for next time! 

Town and Community Work 
Together on Grave Issue 

      Most of our members know that we have been working  
with the East Side Burying Ground Assoc., the Library Building 
Committee, and the Board of Selectmen, to move the 1785 
gravestone of the Rev. & Mrs. Benj. Woodbridge into the new 
Library.  The stone will be placed upright in a large display case 
in the old Library, with some special lighting to help the lettering 
stand out.  David Moore, an architect on the Library Building 
Committee, has offered to build a special cradle for the stone to 
rest on.  Clark Crolius, a Woodbridge resident who works for 
Yale has given some expert advice on how best to move this 
important artifact.  When you come to the grand opening of the 
completed Library, don’t miss this marvelous display.  It is not 
only a tribute to our ancestor, but to the spirit of Community 
that “made it happen”.  Our sincere thanks to all involved.      

Thanks to the efforts of MARY WALTON and Library Commission member JOHN STEWART,  the 1976 

Woodbridge Bi-Centennial QUILT will be on permanent display at the new Library.  We are very pleased to help 
decorate the beautiful new Library with significant historical decorative arts! 
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Proposed Scenic 
Highway for Route 69 

 
     Earlier this year, we received a phone call from Susan 
Welch of the Bethany Conservation Commission. She 
invited us to join them in applying to the State Dept. of 
Transportation to have almost the entire stretch of Route 
69 in our two towns designated a scenic highway.  The 
actual length is almost 8 miles, and runs from Bond Rd. in 
Woodbridge, north to the Prospect town line.  This is a 
fairly bold project, in that on only a few occasions have two 
towns joined forces to link two sizable pieces of a State 
road.  Don Menzies met with the Bethany folks in late 
January and the applications have been submitted.  
     Scenic Highway status is a good thing.  It causes the 
D.O.T. to carefully evaluate any proposed changes to the 
character of the road.  The State must take into 
consideration the rural and scenic qualities of the highway 
and it’s associated historic structures (like barns, stonewalls, 
and kilns), before doing things like replacing guardrails, or 
widening the road. It is a significant level of protection, and 
we no longer take anything for granted when it comes to 
historic and scenic preservation. 

Beecher Road School 
Third Grades Visit 

Darling House 
 
     Close to 120 students from the 3rd Grade at Beecher 
School stopped by for a history lesson.  Fortunately for us 
they did this over the course of the first week in 
November, on 3 different days!  We were very pleased to 
be able to offer them an actual hands-on program for the 
first time.  Each day’s group was split into 3 smaller 
groups.  Group 1 learned about the operation of an 18th 
century kitchen and got to help churn some cream into 
butter.  Group 2 had a tour of the rest of the house, while 
group 3 went out to the horse barn and learned about 
farm life.  The horse barn was set up with a 19th century 
cider press.  Jim Zeoli from Orange provided apples 
galore, so everyone had a chance to grind their own and 
squeeze out some “New England Nectar”.  By rotating 
groups, everyone got to do everything.  At the end of the 
time we served the fresh butter on crackers along with a 
cup of cider (pasteurized variety-also provided by Mr. 
Zeoli).  It was a HUGE success.  Special thanks go to my 
friend, Ginny Reinhard from Orange Historical Society, 
for her help and advice.  And to our Board members who 

Marginalia (or, fragments of thought) 
 
We lost a few friends this past year.  We note with sadness the passing of Mary Wilson, a longtime board member.  Mary 
was a devoted, faithful, and hard worker. It was a rare occurrence when Mary wasn’t at an event and ready to help out.  
She was also a great encourager.  When I had feelings of  trepidation over some project (a fairly common condition with 
me), Mary would always have a kind word of support.   
 
Jim Berrie went to be with Sylvia.  And that is as it should be.  Jim was so pleased with Sylvia’s memorial flagpole.  I know 
this because every time we met after the dedication, he told me so.  Those two certainly represented a significant era in the 
life of the Historical Society.  I often wonder what the Almighty has them doing up there in the hereafter.  Whatever it is, 
you know it is being done correctly! 
 
Elsie Ford was a pillar of the First Church of Christ.  She was a devoted “citizen of the Old Guard” in her Town.  She 
was a strong supporter of the work of this organization.  And though I only knew her for perhaps 10 of her 93 years, she 
was a real friend.  I didn’t know her when, in her 60’s, she “took up” dancing, and became an award winning ballroom 
dancer.  Her cataloging of donations to the Church, as well as her famous “biographies” (and her associated coaxing and 
nagging of often-reticent subjects!), were underway before I met her.  Elsie saw me as someone who somehow managed 
to get things done (if she only knew the ratio of things done to things undone…).  After a period of scrutiny, I was 
deemed trustworthy and acceptable. I considered that trust to be a great honor.  I still do. We received many donations of 
fine old Woodbridge decorative arts from Elsie.  Posthumously, her nephew Don Ford and his wife Louise were 
instrumental in our “inheriting” a marvelous still life painting of (mostly) native flowers painted by Woodbridge artist 
Helen Newton.  It was (next to her famous 18th century Highboy, which fetched a HUGE price at auction) her pride and 
joy.  We have it hanging in the Darling House, together with the story of how she got it, and the great care she lavished 
upon it.  It’s a good story.  Come and see the painting sometime this summer.  It will never look as good anywhere, as it 
did on the east wall of her parlor.  I’m sure Elsie would agree.  Strongly. 

Want to join a community organization that REALLY makes a difference?  There are a few positions open on our Board of 
Directors.  Entrance requirements?  You must be a nice person who likes to help out and have fun.  Call Don @ 387-0789. 
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We’ve installed room-darkening shades on the windows of the museum to ward off the harmful visible rays of sunlight.  Visible light 
damages furniture finish, upholstery, textiles, etc.  This takes care of only 50% of the problem.  Ultra violet rays are equally harmful. 
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CCAALLEENNDDAARR  OOFF  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 

“Wm. A Clark:  

Matchmaker & Yankee Inventor” 

Friday, February 25, 7:30 PM, Bethany Town Hall 

A slide lecture by Don Menzies.  An encore presentation 

for our friends in Bethany. 

******** 

Spring Meeting: Old School Days 

Remembered     2nd Series 

Sunday, April 9, 2-4 PM, Parish House, First Church 

Part 2 in a series of stories told by long time  

Woodbridge residents in a very informal setting. 

Refreshments to be had in abundance. 

******** 

Annual Fall Family Tag Sale 

(Sylvia’s Attic Tag Sale) 

Saturday, October 7 (Tentative) 

SNET Connects AWHS (us) 
to the Next Millennium 
with a $1000 Grant 
 

As part of an “innovative corporate contributions program 
to preserve Connecticut’s history through the use of 
technology”, we have received a $1000 “Museums for the 
Millennium” grant from SNET.   
 

SNET worked in conjunction with the CT League of 
History Organizations to develop this seed grant program. 
The money will be used to help us connect to the Internet 
and to design and register a Web Page.  “But you don’t have 
a computer!!”, you say.  Well, this is true…but not for long!  
We will soon have a complete desktop system donated to us 
from a large New Haven based company who wishes to 
remain anonymous.  We will need to supply hardware in the 
form of a good scanner and color printer, so if anyone 
reading this knows how we might obtain a donation of 
either of these items, please call Don Menzies @ 387-0789. 
Hopefully, most or all of the $1000 can be used for software 
and Web Page registration.  Our own Barbara Baldwin has 
confidently stepped forward to help make this happen, and 
that is a VERY good thing. 

Woodbridge, Conn: Printed and Sold by Gary Alexander & Don Menzies, 
Printers to the Society.  M.M. 

A 19th century ‘Reward of Merit’ for Miss E. Russell. Probably from the 
Southwest School (Racebrook Road ca. 1840).  From the estate of Elsie Ford. 

LOOK FOR US ONLINE-SPRING 2000 


