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Colonial Woodbridge
quaint unassuming

and Beautiful

Presented by the Woodbridge Civic Association
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PARSON WOODBRIDGE HOUSE.

Home of Rev. Benjamin Woodbridge, Pastor of
Woodbridge Church for 40 years. Built in 1691.

Destroyed by fire 1896.Woodbridge Hills

WOODBRIDGE, CONN.
1911
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CLOVER HILL FARM, JAMES L. NESBIT'S HOME.
Probably built between 1745-30, by Capt. John Beecher, who sold it to Roger

Sherman in 1766. This illustrious owner sold it to James Abraham Hillhouse
in 1773. Widow Hillhouse, in 1801, gives "my Amity Farm" to nephew
James Hillhouse, who sold it to Timothy Fowler in 1835. Purchased by the
present owner in 1903.

THE Woodbridge Civic Association offers to the public this little booklet, prepared by a com-
mittee appointed for the purpose. Its aim is to set forth a few facts about the history of the
town, its possibilities and its attractions as a place of residence. If its perusal shall so
arouse the reader's interest as to lead him to pay the town a visit, the compilers will feel
amply repaid for their labors.

Many people, even among the well informed, have been known to ask, "Where is Wood-
bridge"' In answer to any such, the following facts are submitted :

\Voodbridge is a township of nearly twenty square miles, adjacent to and lying northwest of the city of New
Haven, its central Green being six miles by road from New Haven Green. It is bounded on the north by
Bethany ; on the east by Hamden and New Haven ; on the south by New Haven and Orange; on the west
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SPERRY HOMESTEAD,

MRS. CHARLES A. BOND.

Built before 1750 by Ebenezer
Sperry, a descendant of Richard
Sperry. Mrs. Sperry stood in the
south door, in 1779, and watched a
company of redcoats passing through
"Peck's Lane," during the time of
the British Invasion. She saw the
"Bethany boys going down the
Valley Road to meet the British."

Now owned by Mrs. Clara Sperry
Bond.

by the cities of Derby and Ansonia and the town of Seymour. It is therefore unusual in being a large rural
tract, yet contiguous to three cities and one large manufacturing town.

The abrupt and rugged wall of the -West Rock Range with its famous Buttress Dyke, (see Dana's "The
Four Rocks, With Walks and Drives About New Haven") gives Woodbridge a most picturesque eastern
confine; while from the top of the ridge may be obtained a panorama that is worth a long journey to see.
It embraces the city of New Haven, the harbor with its varied craft, and in the distance across the Sound,
the shore of Long Island. The observer looks over Woodbridge, a hilly region, diversified with patches of
pasture, meadow and forest. Toward the north, on either side of the main road, rise two round-topped
grass-covered hills, called "Round Hill" and "Bradley Hill," tile summit of the former, six hundred feet
above the Sound, being the highest land in Woodbridge. There are three principal streams in the town.
Flowing under the West Rock Range is the West River, on which the large pond of the Woodbridge Ice
Company and Lake Dawson of the New Haven Water Company, add to the beauty of the valley. A tributary,
Sargent's River, contains the once famous Glen, now completely submerged by another reservoir, and Sperry's
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RESIDENCE OF G. II. BISHOP.
This house is supposed to have been built sometime between 1750 and 1760

by Thomas Darling and has been occupied ever since by his direct descendants.

Falls. The latter is the most celebrated natural feature of the town. The farm on which it is situated, con-
taining the birthplace of Hon. N. D. Sperry, was presented to the town for a park in 1907, by the heirs of
Enoch and Atlanta Sperry. The other streams are Bladen's Brook, flowing westerly to join the Naugatuck
River at Seymour, and the Wepawaug, flowing into Milford Harbor.

The visitor to Woodbridge will find roads appreciated by automobilists, wonderful views of the Sound, and
varied country scenery. Its arbutus and other spring flowers, its laurels of early summer, its asters and golden
rod of early fall and its glorious autumnal foliage. are justly celebrated.

HISTORY.
The territory of Woodbridge was a part of the New Haven Colony land. The farms seem to have been

occupied (hiring the latter part of the Seventeenth Century (for valuable historical sketch of the town the
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WEPAWAUG FARM.

Summer home of S. H. Street.
Built in 1760 by Mrs. Street's great-
great-grandfather, Samuel Newton,
for his son Lieut. Samuel Newton,
who served in the Revolutionary
War. It has always remained in the
Newton family, and with the excep-
tion of a few minor changes it
remains the same as when built.

reader is referred to a paper by the late Rev. S. P. Marvin, published in the New Haven Historical Society
Papers, Vol. 6, pp. 101-132) but the territory continued to belong to the towns of New Haven and Milford
till 1784 when the town of Woodbridge was formed, embracing the present area of -Woodbridge and Beth-
any. The town was named after Rev. Benjamin -Woodbridge, its first minister, who gave a set of biblical com-
mentaries in recognition of the honor thus conferred on him. The house owned and occupied for many
years by Mr. Woodbridge, was built in 1697 and burned in 1896. At the time of its destruction, it was
supposed to be the oldest house in the town. Mrs. Woodbridge introduced tea into the parish. It was served
at her afternoon quiltings, the grounds well boiled and eaten with a spoon. The Town Hall of the original
undivided Woodbridge stood on an eminence a few hundred feet south-west of the residence of Robert
Payne. The old town line between New Haven and Milford ran north and south about eighty rods west of
the Church. many of its marking stones being still in place. Woodbridge and Bethany were created into
separate townships by act of Legislature, in May, 1832.
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SUMMER HOME OF PROF. GEORGE H. NETTLETON.
This house, on "Peck Hill," was probably built by Nathan Clark about 150

years ago. It has always been in the possession of the Clark family, and is
now owned by Mrs. Mary Clark Treat Nettleton.

THE CHURCH.
The "Parish of Amity," embracing what is now Woodbridge and Bethany, was formed by act of Legis-

lature in 1738. For four years it was an ecclesiastical organization without a church, i. e., it had "winter
privileges" only. This meant that part of the taxes of the territory were abated that they might support
worship of their own during the winter months. For the rest of the year the people were obliged to
attend church with the mother churches of New Haven and Milford.

In 1742 the "Church in Amity" was formed, and its first house of worship erected. It was sometimes
called the "Fifth Society," which undoubtedly meant that it was the fifth child of the First Church in New
Haven. Theologically, Amity seems to have been "Old Light" like both its parents. This means that it
adhered to the Saybrook Platform. The old Meeting House stood on the Green, south-west of the present
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THE WOODBRIDGE CHURCH.

This edifice replaces the one of
1742, and was dedicated January 1,
1833. Alterations including the
present chancel and pews date from
1860. The Lecture Room, a gift of
Mrs. Zina Carrington, was built in
1880. The organ was given in 1891
by Mrs. Mary Clark Treat, a native
of the town.

THE PARSONAGE.

This house was built in 1799 by
Lieut. Samuel Newton as a wedding
gift for his son Amadeus. It was
bought by the Ecclesiastical Society
in 1853. Extensive repairs were
made on it in 1906. The present
occupant is Rev. F. T. Persons.
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COLONIAL FIREPLACE IN HOME OF PROF. JOHN W. WETZEL.
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PROF. JOHN W. WETZEL.

The house now owned by Profes-
sor John W. Wetzel of Yale Uni-
versity was built about the year
1763. In 1780 it was owned by
Deacon Isaac Hemingway, whose
father Abraham Hemingway was a
soldier in the Revolutionary War.
Abraham the son of Deacon Isaac
Hemingway lived here until 1866
when he sold it to Edwin Perkins.
Occupied by different owners until
1909 when purchased by Professor
Wetzel.

structure, the site being marked by a group of evergreens. In 1762, the parish was divided, the northern
half being- called "Bethany" and the southern retaining the old name of "Amity." After the Parish of
Amity and the town of Woodbridge became territorially one, the old name was unfortunately discontinued.
The present Church was dedicated January 1, 1833. About 1810, a so-called "Union Society" erected a
church south of the Green, but after a struggling career, it went out of existence. Its meeting house was
removed about 1830.

THE REGICIDES.
The most famous episode of early Woodbridge days is that of the Judges who having condemned Charles

I, were compelled at the Restoration to flee from the vengeance of his son. Stiles tells us that they were sup-
plied with food by Richard Sperry, while in Judges Cave on West Rock. After they left this place of conceal-
ment, Mr. Sperry continued to aid and protect them in several places in this town. Their stay of about
three months, ended August 19, 1661. Our chronicles mention four places in this town where they found
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ELIOENAI CLARK TAVERN.
On Litchfield Turnpike. Built by Elioenai Clark about 17S5. Now owned

by his great-grandson, Noyes D. Clark.

shelter ; these localities are referred to as the "Harbor," the "Spring," "Hatchet Harbor'' and the "Lodge."
The ancient authority on this subject is "A History of Three of the Judges of King Charles I," by Ezra
Stiles, D. D., 1794. The most recent work, with similar title, is by Israel P. Warren. Mr Marvin's paper
above referred to contains valuable information also. The reader is further referred to "The Regicides,"
a novel by the late Frederick Hull Cogswell.

"THE WOODBRIDGE INDIANS."
The "Mack Family" lived in the western part of the town, on the so-called "Deerfield Reservation."

They were a remnant of the Paugussett or Wepawaug tribe. Three of them lived till towards the middle
of the last century, supporting themselves by basket-making. DeForrest in his "History of the Indians of
Connecticut" describes them as degraded. There is a tradition that they sometimes attended church, and
sat in the pew reserved for colored people. Many families still treasure baskets made by them.
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EPHRAIM BALDWIN, SILAS PECK.^ .
TUCKER HOUSE.

Built about 1800 by Ephraim Baldwin. The^.^ Built about 1785 by Abel Sanford. After-
home of Silas Peck, great-grandson of the^ .^ ward the home of Oliver Tucker, who served
original owner.^ RESIDENCE OF ROLLIN C. NEWTON. in the Revolutionary War.

Built in 1834 by J. Sidney Newton, father^ ROSE RIDGE.SUMMER HOME OF DR. THOMAS^of the present owner.^ Built 1795 by Lazarus Clark. Has remainedRUSSELL. in the Clark family, and now owned by Mrs.
Built 1788 for Roger Newton, a descendant^ T^ Franklin Farrel and Mrs. Charles Brooker of

of Rev. Roger Newton of Milford, 1660-1083.
^PAGE   'I II I R T E E N^Ansonia.
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Selectmen—Rollin C. Newton,
Stanley L. Dickinson,
Phineas E. Peck.

Town Clerk—Henry E. Baldwin.

Town Treasurer—William H. Warner.

Agent Town Deposit Fund—Virgil P. Sperry.

Assessors—Newton J. Peck,
George R. Hubbell,
Charles P. Augur.

Board of Relief—William H. Warner,
Virgil P. Sperry,
Robert Payne.

WOODBRIDGE TOWN OFFICERS
1910-1911

Collector of Taxes—G. Halsted Bishop.

Grand Jurors—John C. Preston,
Thomas F. S. Bartlett,
Fred. G. Sperry,
Charles P. Augur,
Phineas E. Peck,
Howard Peck.

Constables—Elmer E. Little.
Win. H. Tompkins,
Antonio Del Monaco,
Charles H. Ford,
Charles E. Peck,
James McCarthy,
Joseph N. Perkins.

Registrars of Voters—Leroy C. Beecher,
Frank G. Northrop.

Town School Committee—
G. Halsted Bishop, Chairman.
William H. Warner, Secretary.
Erroll M. Augur,
Phineas E. Peck,
Robert Payne,
Jacob Beisiegel,
William W. Peck,
Frank I. Baldwin,
Henry E. Baldwin,

Auditors—Edward A. Finney,
Warren F. Hotchkiss.

R. C. Newton,
H. Sedgwick,

J. L. Nesbit,

CIVIC ASSOCIATION
1910-1911

EXECUTIVE BOARD.

President—E. B. Underwood.
Vice-President—J. W. Wetzel.
Secretary—E. M. Augur.
Treasurer—W. H. Warner.

Jacob Beisiegel,
Wm. A. Bein,
Adam Sattig,

E. A. Finney,
H. H. Tomlinson,
Minotte Osborn.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Public Safety Finance

R. C. Newton, H. E. Baldwin,

PubIli:^Service

J. W. Wetzel. Adam Sattig, E. A. Todd,

Membership

Jacob^Beisiegel.

H. II. Sedgwick, W. A. Bein W. H. Warner.
H. II. Tomlinson, E. A. Finney,

Real Estate Information

S.^H. Street.

J.^L.^Nesbit,

Civic improvements

Jacob Beisiegel, S. H.^Street.
E. B. Underwood,

S. H.^Street,
H. E. Baldwin,^J. W. Wetzel,

Jas. Dunlap.
Minotte Osborn,

T.^C.^Lewis, Jr.
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SPRING TIME.
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WOODBRIDGE and its MODERN HOMES

WOODBRIDGE began to be recognized many years ago as possessing a wonderfully health-
ful climate. New Haven physicians have long been in the habit of recommending the region
to their patients, many of whom have been remarkably restored by a few weeks' residence
among the hills. The reason is not difficult to discover. Although near the Sound, a
range of hills along the southern border of the town cuts off the (lamp winds that blow

up from the water, giving a never-failing dryness of atmosphere. An eminent physician
used to speak of Woodbridge as possessing to a remarkable degree, a combination of sea and mountain air.
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No better testimony to the character of
the climate can be had than in the
longevity of the people of the town, it
being of frequent occurrence to see men
and women hale and active till long past
eighty.

The climate and attractive scenery of
Woodbridge began many years ago to
attract the attention of people to the town
as a place of summer residence. Families
who came as boarders at first, often
bought houses and farms, till at present

the demand has outgrown the supply.
Several old colonial residences have been
restored. New houses, ranging from the
bungalow type to something far more
pretentious, have been erected on com-
manding hilltops. In one section of the
town on and near the "Main Road," there
is a group of places occupied largely by
members of the University faculty. and
sometimes known as the "Yale Colony."

In spite of the fact that Woodbridge is
so near New Haven, still the lack of public

OUTDOOR LIFE.
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COACHING PART (FARMER'S DAY).
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JUDGE HENRY STODDARD.

conveyance and the hilly nature of the roads, have until recent years made it comparatively inaccessible.
But now the advent of the automobile and the improved highway, have changed all this. What was a
tedious journey ten years ago is today easily accomplished. Indeed it is but the trip of a few minutes
from New Haven Green to any point in Woodbridge.

Woodbridge has always been a farming town and is still largely such. Its -principal product is milk,
which goes to the New Haven market. But, like many another Yankee community, she has had various
manufacturing enterprises of longer or shorter life.
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One of the earliest grist mills in
New Haven County was located at
Sperry's Falls, a reminder of which
exists today in a huge broken mill-
stone lying near the ancient founda-
tions. Later there was a carding mill
and a clothier's shop on the same site.
Near the head of Lake Dawson, Levi
Peck had a factory where iron candle
sticks were made. Later, organs and
melodeons were made in the same
establishment. Below Lake Dawson,
Elioenai Clark made coffins and cabi-
net work. There were saw and grist
mills in various parts of the town.
Capt. James Baldwin followed his
ancestors in making flour at the mill TOTHER HOUSE, F. G. P. :BARNES.
west of Button Ball Corner. "Aunt
Hannah's Flour," made here, was locally celebrated a few generations ago. There was once a clock fac-
tory operated by John Northrop, west of the Church, near the home of Henry C. Baldwin. There was
a nail factory in the ravine, and bolts were made at the sawmill place, west of the Church. Over in the
West River Valley, on the hillside opposite Lake Dawson, are to be seen two ruinous piles of masonry whose
great arches remind one of Roman remains. These are kilns in which cement was once burned from rock
quarried near by. The quality of the product not being high, the business was of short life.
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The most important manufacturing
industry connected with -Woodbridge,
was the match business. This town is
really the birthplace of the friction
match. The inventor was Thomas
Sanford, whose title to the distinction
is permanently secured by a decision of
the U. S. Court. Mr. Sanford made
the invention while living in the neigh-
boring town of Oxford. But his first
shop was in -Woodbridge, in a part of
the house now occupied by Robert
Payne as a residence. "Next he moved
his business to a larger shop, west of
and at the foot of Round Hill. The
ruins of this building, which has just
fallen in, may be seen near the so-called

MRS. MORRIS F. TYLER. Sanford Place. Still later, Mr. San-
ford built another shop further down
Bladen's Brook. The best known

manufacturer of matches in Woodbridge, was William A. Clark, whose shop was on Bladen's Brook, below
Mr. Sanford's. Mr. Clark was a man of large enterprise and a great inventor and improver of match-
making machinery. A considerable settlement grew up in the neighborhood of his factory. In those days
the paper match boxes had to be made by hand. This created an industry which was carried on far and
wide by women and girls in their homes, in this and in surrounding towns. The Clark business was
absorbed by the Diamond Match Company. The Woodbridge factory was operated till 1885.
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PATRIOTISM.

Parson Woodbridge seems
to have been a mild Tory in
his sentiments. But his par-
ish was solidly on the pat-
riotic side during the Revo-
lution. Our old records tell
us that the militia men of
Amity always rallied, when-
ever a British invasion
threatened New Haven.
When in 1779, such invas-
ion took place, the first blood
shed is said to have been that
of Nicholas Russell wh WHO was
on his way home from town.

ELMCROFT—FREDERICK H. ALLING.
where he had ridden on
horseback behind his father, who had gone to its defense. In all our other wars, Woodbridge has been well
represented, and volunteers are said to have drilled on the Green in 1861.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Woodbridge had a circulating library in early times, but the books have long since been scattered and lost.
In the last century, James Perkins gave the money . o found a school of a grade higher than that afforded
by the public schools. This school was known as Perkins Academy, and it stood on the Green, east of the
Church, from 1848 to 1861. That the spirit of these old institutions still lives in the community, is shown
by the recent act of the town, in voting to erect a union school and library building on a lot adjoining
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the Green. Hart's Lodge,
No. 22, F. & A. M., was
located in the town, from
1790 to 1847. In its entire
history. Woodbridge has had
a postoffice but one year.
But it has a better mail
service than a local postoffice
could possibly afford, since
there is a rural free delivery
each clay from New Haven
and Seymour. Groceries and
supplies of all kinds are
brought daily by trades-
men from the same towns.
Almost every house has a
telephone also, W oodbridge

r. P. GOODHART.^ and Bethany together con-
stituting a district of the

New Haven Division of the Southern New England Telephone Company.

THE GRANGE.
The Woodbridge Grange, No. 108, P. of H., has been an established institution of the town for over

twenty years, and has been a great factor in the social life. It holds bi-weekly meetings, and has a mem-
bership of nearly two hundred. Its aims are to promote an interest in practical agriculture and to provide
entertainment and instruction for the people of the town. Farmers' institutes of various kinds have been
held under its auspices, and the general agricultural interests, such as fruit-growing, stock-breeding, poultry-

PAGE TWENTY-FOUR



raising and soil tillage, have
been very greatly promoted.
The literary and musical
programs of the Grange
have often been of marked
quality. This applies espe-
cially to the plays Which are
given annually and are fre-
quently presented in t h e
neighboring towns.

THE CIVIC ASSOCIATION

T 11 e Woodbridge Civic
Association was organized to
further many of the same
interests as the Grange, but
is in no way intended to be i. LINES ESTATE. T. C. LEWIS.

its rival. This organization
was founded in 1910, and has had a prosperous existence. Its purpose is manifold, and may be briefly stated
as follows :—To bring together the permanent and summer residents of the town, with their diverse interests,
and unite them in the promotion of the higher welfare of the community. To awaken a civic pride in the ex-
ternal aspects of the town. This includes the stimulation of interest in the existing specimens of colonial
architecture and other antiquities, the encouragement of fitting and worthy types of modern building and the
preservation of scenic beauty in the landscape. To further encourage the movement for good roads. To try
to interest the town in securing better telephone service, and, if possible, a public lighting system. To keep
steadily before the citizens the imperative need of a trolley line or some other means of transportation between
Woodbridge and the nearby towns.
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SPERRY FALLS.
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BEINHURST, W. A. REIN.
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1. BEISIEGEL. G. D. WATROUS.

GE!) BEACH HOUSE, G. H. TUTTLE. C. M. A. COSTELLO.

H. E. BALDWIN:
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ADELPHI LODGE, ADAM SATTIG. SUNSET HILL, E. A. TODD.

SUNNYSIDE FARM, H. H. TOMLINSON. ROCKACRES, F. L. MUNN.
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OLD BRIDGE IN GLEN.
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THOROUGHBREDS.

In addition to these aims, the Association adds that of the general 'promotion of the higher life of the
community. It seeks to encourage the social life. It desires, by lectures and entertainments of musical and
literary character, to foster the intellectual life. And it looks with friendly eyes 'on the project long enter-
tained by the citizens of the town, of having a central school, library, and town hall.
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Custodian
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A revised map of Woodbridge taken from an old map printed a half a cen-
tury ago„ showing the original old homesteads of that period, many still in
existence, by a small black square, and some of the more recent ones.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35

